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Intelligent drama’s cast stands out amid mixed media

Controling lnterest  504-7529

YWritten and directed by Pau-
lette Phillips. Set and projec-
tions by Phillip Barker.
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By VIT WAGNER
THEATRE CEITRC

Video has insinuated itself in-

to the experience of live theatre
with increasing frequency in re-
cent years.
At one time, it might have in-
volved something as basic as
the characters in a play sitting
around watching TV, More re-
cently, we have witnessed banks
of monitors and the incorpora-
tion of live-action footage in the
mega-musical Tommy. When
video is used, it competes for
the audisnce’s attention and of-
ten steals the show.

Rarely has video been em-
ployed as fluidly and with as
much purpese as it is in writ-
telligent new drama Controlling
Interest, now at Theatre Passe
Murzille

of fine cast
that kicks off Theatre Passe Muraille season with Controlling Inierest.
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SEDUCTIVE PERFORMANCES: Brian Tree and Sigrid Johnson are part

woman becomes visible over the
first dancer’s shoulder. Eventu-
ally, it becomes clear that the
two women are one and the

o et heips o
provides depth and
tate cl and other flmic
techniques. It all serves the
representation and the way we
project ourselves on to others.
There is drama here, too,
much of it focused on the rela-
Linda (Tracy Wright), a cynical,
controlling filmmaker, and Zoe
(Sigrid Johnson), an aspiring
and attractive actress. Whether
Linda is making a movie about
exploitation or whether she isin
fact exploiting Zoe is intention-
ally unclear. Eventually, Linda
admits that she resenis women
like Zoe for their ability to use
their appearance to get atten-
tion.
Wright, looking world-weary
and drained of artistic purpose,
and Johnson, appearing less na-

ive as the story progresses, ef-
fectively exploit the tension be-
tween the two women. BY
contrast, the supporting male
characters — Zoe's young co-
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